
SEVENTH-GRADE VOLLEYBALL was 
introduced

ADVANCED THEATRE danced to Batman STARLETS wowed with precision moves

Slider students had the chance 
to see and cheer for some of the 
teams and organizations that make  
SMS amazing during the first Pep 
Rally of the year.

As students filled the gym, the 
Honor and Symphonic bands 
played the Stallion Fight Song and 
performed other songs throughout 
the Pep Rally. Led by Ms. Valles and 
Ms. Hernandez, the bands also 
performed other selections to keep 
the crowd entertained.

T h e A d v a n c e d T h e a t r e 
students performed a dance the 
troupe has worked on for weeks. 
Many students were impressed 
with the troupe’s costumes which 
were black pants and jerseys. Each 
per for mer a lso had g l i t ter y 
makeup.

The football, volleyball, and 
cross country teams were also 
honored along with their coaches. 
A special recognition was given to 
the eighth-grade football team who 

completed their 
fine season with an 
6-1 record.

T h r o u g h o u t 
the Pep Rally, each 
of the speakers 
were enthusiastic 
a b o u t t h e i r 
support of Slider 
a c t i v i t i e s . M s . 
Sierra led the Pep 
Rally in a spirit 
contest to find the 
class with the most 
spirit. With that, the gym became 
very loud as the students set about 
trying to convince the judges that 
their class has the most spirit. In 
the end it was close, but the nod 
went to the eighth-graders. 

Toward the end of the rally, the 
Starlets were introduced and 
wowed the audience with a complex 
performance that they executed 
flawlessly. Performing two songs,  
the team included a cheer, a jump 

sequence, and a back pyramid into 
their routine.

“Having this first pep rally is 
very important for the students to 
get that great Stallion spirit,” Mr. 
Ferguson commented, “There’s just 
so much success at Slider it’s hard 
to be able to showcase it as often as 
we’d like, but judging from the 
response, we’re going to have 
another great year.”

Stallions show pride during first Pep Rally

By Kayla Thornton
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Slider Middle School took part in 
SISD Education Go Get It College Week. 
The purpose of the program is to 
reinforce the importance of staying in 
school and continuing through to college. 

For five days, beginning the week of 
August 30th, kids experienced unique 
ways to highlight university study. On 
Monday, students wore crazy slippers to 
“slip into college”. Tuesday the students 
showed their support for their favorite 
university by wearing tee shirts. 
Although UTEP was a favorite among the 
students, many other universities were 
also represented. 

Wednesday was reserved for 
showing support for UTEP. Throughout 
the week, teachers created specific 
lessons around the importance of setting 
goals and how to make it easier to get 
into the college a student wants to 
attend. Thursday was set aside for crazy 
shoe day where students wore their 
craziest shoes. The week of special 
recognition ended Friday with nerd day, 
where  students dressed up in their “high-
water” jeans and dorky glasses. 

To end the week, honor students from 
Montwood High School were on campus 
talking about how to prepare to get into 
the college they wanted. They spoke to 
each grade level and told the students 
about what they had done to prepare 
themselves for the college admission 
process. Isaac Garcia, a graduating senior, 
reminded the students that although 
grades are very important, most colleges 

also want to see students in a variety of 
activities. Also, Garcia said that, “playing 
an instrument, being active in a sport, or 
having a unique hobby” could all be ways 
to find some financial help to make college 
more affordable.

The Montwood students prepared 
powerpoint presentations as part of 
service projects for the National Honor 
Society. Mrs. Hernandez had her Career 
classes complete a  project  which included 
making pennants of the college the 

student would most like to attend. They 
included pictures of the university, their 
logo, and other information that would 
serve as a reminder of what the student 
was looking for in a university.

Miss Quiroz and Mrs.Lara were 
responsible for the program at Slider, and 
judging from the response of everyone 
that participated, the event was an 
overwhelming success.

SLIDER WELCOMES: PARENT/TEACHER NIGHT

Teachers grouped together by core in 

a central location to make it easier 
for parents to be able to find their 

students’ teachers.

Tshirts were the rage during Education 
Go Get It week. These students show the 
variety of schools they support.

Some students went all out in getting 
just the right slippers for slipper day.

Education: 
Go Get It!

By Alex Peoples,  Vanessa Antillon & 
Alexia Fonseca

SCENE AND HEARD

One of the characteristics of a 
successful school is parent involvement. 
This was in evidence again as Slider hosted 
its first parent/teacher night of the school 
year.

The turn out was high again this year 
as parents came to meet their children’s 
teachers and talk about their grades and 
the classes. To make it easier for parents to 
find them, teachers banded together in a 
central area or classroom so that parents 
could spend less time looking for individual 
classrooms.

Diana Aguirre, parent of a seventh 
grade student, commented about how 
much she liked the system, since it  cut 

down on the amount of time she had to 
search for her daughter’s classes. “My 
daughter is doing very well and I just love 
these teachers,” she said.

School administrators were visible 
throughout the night talking with parents 
and helping everyone get to where they 
were going. One exhausted parent 
commented that he walked right past the 
teachers he was looking for three times 
before realizing it. 

“Our community is a success because 
we have the support of our parents,” stated 
Mrs. Ayala.

By Ailyn Aguirre, Ashley Botello & 
Victoria Lawrence



Choir classes attend opera
Several of Mrs. Labrado’s Beginning 

and Advanced Choir students enjoyed El 
Paso’s annual Youth Night at the Opera. 
Opera is a theatrical production set to 
music. It  is a production, where all 

dialogue is 
u s u a l l y s u n g , w i t h m u s i c a l 
accompaniment, instead of being spoken. 

Eighth-grader, Claudia Gomez, was 
one of the twenty students who attended 

the event. “I felt shocked when the show 
was over, it was a very interesting 
performance. Opera for All! Amor Por 
Juarez showed people dying, and how 
9-11 affected so many people. I thought it 
was a very interesting performance.” 

Mrs. Labrado made arrangements for 
the students to see the dress rehearsal. 
as a part of their experience. 

Youth Night at the Opera has been a 
longstanding El Paso tradition. It’s 
purpose is to develop appreciation and 
involvement in choir and opera. It was a 
first rate experience, and prepared 
Ad v a n c e d C h o i r s t u d e n t s w i t h 
background information to help them 
understand the performance of opera. 
Opera has the combination of all art 

forms, dancing, acting, and of course, 
singing! 

Each of the students also learned the 
appropriate time to say ‘bravo’. “Bravo” 
Mrs. Labrado, for a great experience.

The world has become a 
very competitive place and 
now, more than ever, a college 
education is critical to meeting 
tomorrow’s challenges.

Each year we encourage 
our teachers and staff to come 
up with new and exciting ways 
to make sure our students 
u n d e r s t a n d n o w t h e 
importance of planning for 
their college education. Last 
month, under the guidance of 
our own. Miss Quiroz and 
Mrs. Lara, we spent a week in 
an intensive effort to help our 
students understand the 
importance of planning now 
for their college education. 

As our economy has 
b e c o m e m o r e g l o b a l l y 
centered, studying foreign 
languages becomes ever more 
important. Planning their high 
school classes is more critical 
as mandated requirements 
make elective courses all the 
more scarce. One of our guest 
speakers during the week was 
a young man from Montwood 
High School who reminded 
our students that participation 
i n a c t i v i t i e s ou t s i de o f 
a c a d e m i c s c a n b e t h e 
difference in getting to the 
college of their choice. Not to 
mention opening the door to 
possible financial aid which is 
helpful against the rising costs 
of a college education.

We always want our 
students at Slider Middle 
School to have the very best 
advantages we can offer and 
having this program is one way 
we feel we can help them 
prepare. By Erin Wells
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Mr. Ferguson

Band students have full month
 The band has just completed a very difficult group of events beginning with Band 

Night at the Montwood High football game and ending with Slider’s Pep Rally. In 
between the band played a showdown against Montwood Middle. To get ready, the 
musicians came to school early once a week to attend master classes. “It’s exhausting, 
but it’s a grade, plus it improves the sound of the 
music,” confesses eighth-grader Amiee 
Hudson, who plays flute. 

Certainly a highlight for the group 
was being able to march with the 
Montwood Band during halftime at a 
game. “Going on the field was a new 
experience and it was a lot of fun,’’ 
explained seventh-grader Alex Peoples, 
who plays clarinet. 

Of course having the opportunity to 
perform and learn new music was a 
great experience and being with the 
high school made it all the more special. 

The students weren’t the only ones that were excited about the band and how they 
did a great job! “The students did awesome and played great with so little time to 
prepare, I’m very proud of them,” Miss Valles said proudly. Other performances will 
take place throughout the fall, including a concert at Christmas.

By Selene Hernandez



The Stallion football teams finished 
their season with the eighth-grade just 
missing out on the playoffs. Volleyball 
t e a m s s t i l l h a v e a c h a n c e a t a 
championship and the cross country 
teams finished their season with a run for 
the title.

Seventh-grade football

The seventh-grade team finished 
their season record of 5-2 which was just 
short of a playoff team. Coach Dominguez 
was very happy with the team’s efforts 
and the way they prepared for their 
games. “This was a very young team and 

what we didn’t have in experience we 
made up for in sheer desire. The boys 
played hard all season and as a  coach, 
that’s all you can ask for,” he said.

Eighth-grade football

Finishing their season with a 
disappointing loss, the eighth-grade 
football team dropped into a three-way tie 
with Montwood Middle and Sun Ridge 
Middle School with identical 8-1 records. 

Only one of the schools would move 
on to the Championship game against 
H e r n a n d o M i d d l e S c h o o l . I t w a s 
determined that the three schools would 
flip coins to see who would play. As luck 
can be cruel, Montwood Middle won the 
flip and by doing so ended the Stallion's 
season.

“This group played together all year 
long and each game you could see their 
confidence grow and I’m very proud of 
each of them for the outstanding effort 
they gave everyday,” coach Frischmann 
commented.

Eighth-grade volleyball

Both the seventh- and eighth-grade 
volleyball teams had outstanding seasons 
and although both dropped their final 
match to Hernando, each has qualified for 
the District Tournament which will run for 
two days. 

“I have to say that I like our team’s 
chances in the tournament. The girls have 
been playing very well and have worked 
h a r d a l l s e a s o n ,” C o a c h M o r a l e s 
commented on her eighth-grade team.

Let’s wish the girls good luck as the 
t e a m s a t t e m p t t o b r i n g d i s t r i c t 
championships back to Slider.

Cross-Country

The cross country season has finished 
with some very surprising results. The 
seventh-grade boys and girls teams 
finished the season in the top three in the 
District. 

The two-mile run, which is held at the 
district’s Activities Center, is a rough 
course with some areas requiring runners 
to go through loose sandy hills. Al Tristen 

Licon, who enjoyed an outstanding season, 
placed in the top ten at the district 
championship. He was supported by Isaiah 
Cuevas, Jose Terrazas, Aaron Ramirez, 
Frankie Hernandez, Even Gerdes, and 
Patrick Lombardi.

The Lady Stallions, runner-up at the 
Conference Championship, had two 
runners finish in the top ten at the meet. 
Ashli Ortega and Amber Gandara each 
received medals for their accomplishment. 

Hazel Sanchez was the only eighth-
grade runner for the Lady Stallions that 
made it to the final meet. She was able to 
record another top ten finish and received 
a medal for her efforts. 

Coach Gatei was very pleased with 
the efforts of his team. “Many times this 
year, we were short runners on the eighth-
grade side which meant the team wasn’t 
eligible for team points, but still the girls 
that competed did a fantastic job,” he 
continued, “These athletes trained hard 
and saw their efforts pay off at the 
championship meet.”

Stallion teams competing in post season

By Jose Terrazas, Aaron Ramirez, 

Fernando Flores, Brandon Perez, Victoria 
Carreon, Georgina Salas, Luisa Polanco, 

Edgar Castillo and Angela Fattorini

FLU CLINIC SCHEDULED
A flu clinic will be held on October 21st with 
vaccines being offered to adults and children. 
The clinic hours will be 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Cost is $10.00 for flu mist for either an 
adult or child and $25.00 for a flu shot for 
either an adult or child. Payment will be 
accepted by either cash, check, or money 
order as well as Medicaid, Chip, and CIGNA 
insurance. Information: 937-5408

OTIS COOKIES FOR SALE
Help Advanced Theatre raise money for their 
trip to Florida by stopping by Room 401 any 
day after school. The cookies are a great deal 
at 2 cookies for $1.

The cookies are made fresh and have been a 
big hit with the students.  All of the proceeds 
will go towards the Advanced Theatre’s trip to 
perform in Florida.
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